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Creating Formative Assessments



What is assessment to you?

How would you define or 

describe assessment?  
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Formative Assessment

An intentional process
teachers and students use to 
reveal learning, analyze
learning, and adjust both 
instruction and learning 
strategies to enhance 
students’ achievement of 
intended outcomes. 
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• What are the different performance/achievement levels you 
want to track? 

Creating a Performance Level Descriptor (PLD)

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

Starting at the 

beginning

Has achieved parts 

of the skill

Has achieved focal 

aspect of the skill

Has extended/ 

applied the skill

Example Learning Continuum/PLD
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Creating a PLD

• What are different levels of rigor that need to be included? 

Hess’ Cognitive Rigor Matrix (Example)
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4.RL.2.3

Describes in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or play, 
drawing on specific details in the literary text, and how that impacts 
the plot.

• Which terms represent content/skills?

• Which terms represent complexity?

• Which terms lend themselves toward describing students at the 
proficient level?

Creating a PLD
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Creating a PLD: Example

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

Identifies a 

character, setting, 

or event in a story 

or play, drawing on 

explicitly stated 

details in the 

literary text. 

Describes a 

character, setting, 

or event in a story 

or play, drawing on 

explicitly stated 

details in the 

literary text, and 

how that impacts 

the plot.

Describes in 

depth a character, 

setting, or event in 

a story or play, 

drawing on 

specific details in 

the literary text, 

and how that 

impacts the plot.

Analyzes in depth 

a character, setting, 

or event in a story 

or play, drawing 

on implicit details 

in the literary text, 

and how that 

impacts the plot. 

4.RL.2.3 Describes in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or play, drawing on specific 
details in the literary text, and how that impacts the plot.
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Math.5.M.3

Develop and use formulas for the area of triangles, parallelograms, 
and trapezoids. Solve real-world and other mathematical problems 
that involve perimeter and area…

• Which terms represent complexity?

• Which terms represent content?

• Which terms lend themselves toward describing students at the 
proficient level?

• How might complexity change across performance levels?

• How might content change across performance levels?

Creating a PLD: Large Group Practice
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Creating a PLD: Large Group Practice

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

Substitutes values 

into a formula for 

area of triangles, 

parallelograms, and 

trapezoids.

Uses formulas for 

the area of triangles, 

parallelograms, and 

trapezoids.

Solves real-world and 

other mathematical 

problems that involve 

perimeter and area of 

triangles, 

parallelograms, and 

trapezoids, using 

appropriate units for 

measure

Solves more complex real-

work and other mathematical 

problems that involve 

perimeter and area of 

triangles, parallelograms, and 

trapezoids, using appropriate 

units for measures. Develops

equivalent formulas to given 

formulas to find the areas of 

triangles, parallelograms, and 

trapezoids.

5.M.3. Develop and use formulas for the area of triangles, parallelograms, an trapezoids. Solve real-

world and other mathematical problems that involve perimeter and area of triangles, parallelograms 
and trapezoids, using appropriate units for measures. 
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Create a PLD 

Choose an academic standard

Identify content and complexity

Think about how the content and 

complexity change across performance 

levels

Write descriptors for each level. 

Creating a PLD: Small Group Activity



@EducateIN

How do I get information about where my students are? 

Creating a Formative Assessment

Create 1-3 tasks to measure ability at each 
level.

Organize your tasks into a short formative 
activity.

Communicate the purpose and procedure 
with students. 
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2. The formula for the area of a trapezoid is 

1. The formula for the area of a triangle is A=(1/2)bh.

Creating a Formative Assessment: Example

A triangle has a base (b) that is 8 inches and height (h) 
that is 3 inches. What is the area of this triangle? 

A trapezoid has a base 1 (b1) that is 3 inches, base 2 (b2) 
that is 4 inches, and height (h) that is 2 inches. What is 
the area of this trapezoid? 

Level 1 

Questions
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3. The formula for the area of a triangle is A=(1/2)bh.

Create a Formative Assessment: Example

What is the area of this triangle? 

What is the area of this trapezoid? 

4. The formula for the area of a trapezoid is 

Level 2 

Questions
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5. DeAndre keeps goats in a pen behind his house. He 
wants to cover the ground in the pen with fresh straw. 
How many square feet of ground does DeAndre need to 
cover? 

Create a Formative Assessment: Example

Level 3 

Questions

DeAndre’s goat pen. 

Measurements are in feet.

6. DeAndre wants to put a new fence 
around his goat pen. How many feet of 
fencing will he need? 
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Assess 
again.

Plan and 
deliver 

instruction.

Group 
students.

Talk about 
the 

assessment.

Give the 
assessment.

Using the Data
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Using Formative Assessments to Make a Difference

Identify Content 
and Complexity 

Required

Create Learning 
Continuum 

(PLD)

Gather Data on 
Students Now

Target 
Instruction

Gather Data on 
Change after 

Instruction

Celebrate 
Growth! Target 

Needs!
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Thank You!

Please reach out to the 

Office of Student 

Assessment for further 

support or to share your 

experiences with 

formative assessment and 

student growth!

Dr. Charity Flores

cflores@doe.in.gov

317-232-9051

Mary Williams

mwilliams@doe.in.gov

317-234-5602

mailto:cflores@doe.in.gov
mailto:mwilliams@doe.in.gov

